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A PRAYER FOR  

OUR COMMUNITY 

“Let it go. Let it out.  

Let it all unravel. 

Let it free and it can be 

A path on which to travel.” 

Amen.  

Prayer by Leunig, “When I talk to You” 

With three weeks remaining of Term One, I have reminded staff to  

continue encouraging students to complete outstanding assessments and 

assignments. I have also asked the teachers to make contact with parents 

and caregivers if they feel their students are not on track and to ask if you 

could please encourage your child to keep the momentum going with 

managing their workloads and attaining credits. Each term seems to get 

busier as the year goes on and I am keen to see all senior students  

maintain a consistent approach to school and spread their workload  

accordingly. If you are concerned that your child does not appear to be 

‘in the zone’ please contact your child’s teacher directly via email or bring 

your concerns up with the Year Level Dean. 

This also leads on to our Meet the Teacher evening on Thursday 4th April 

from 3.30pm to 7pm. These interviews are five minutes long and a great 

opportunity for parents to meet their child’s teacher and introduce  

yourself. Our more in-depth interviews are held in Term Two at our Family 

Day Interviews. 

We would like to congratulate the majority of students who consistently 

uphold the school’s SOUL values. This makes our job as educators more  

effective and makes for a settled, happy campus. When students do not 

uphold these values, sadly, their personal successes and achievements 

here at the College are negatively affected. Congratulations to all those 

students who recently competed in Viard Shield, Waka Ama and Maadi 

Cup. It is always great to see Cullinane actively represented in these 

events and doing the College and themselves, proud. 

Yours in Christ, 

Mr J Harper 

It is with great sadness that we regretfully inform our College and  

Catholic community of the sudden passing of our Foundation Principal, 

Tracy O'Brien. 

 

Tracy was Principal of the College from 

2003-2010.  

This has come as a great shock to past, 

and present staff and students and has 

sent a sadness through our community.  

Please keep Tracy, his wife Vicky, and 

children Nathan and Caitlin in your 

thoughts and especially your prayers. 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

TRACY O’BRIEN 



There is a free online student mentoring programme available to all secondary school  
students called Mentor Me Collective. It is a way that students can provide extra support 
when it comes to goal setting, time management and aspirations from a fellow young  
person. To sign up for this you can either visit their Facebook page, or visit the website: 
https://mentormecollective.weebly.com/  

MENTOR ME COLLECTIVE 

The Library will be open after school 

every Tuesday till 4pm for computer  

access and a quiet place to study.  

All students welcome. 

LIBRARY OPEN 

Friday, 22nd March 

Mass (11L) 

Sunday, 24th March -  

Saturday, 30th March 

Maadi Cup 

Tuesday, 26th March 

Boys/Girls Assembly 

NZSS Waka Ama 

Championships (through to 

Saturday 30th March) 

Thursday, 28th March 

Extended Form Time 

Friday, 29th March 

Mass (11C) 

Monday, 1st April 

ID Photos Catch Up 

Vision & Hearing Screening 

Tuesday, 2nd April 

Full Assembly 

Thursday, 4th April 

Extended Form Time 

Parent/Teacher Interviews, 

2.10pm Early Finish  

Friday, 5th April 

Mass (11U)  

If you have received any messages via social media and would consider 
these either bullying or inappropriate then you need to report the incident on 
NetSafe. This the government funded agency that is charged with  
investigating such incidents and then work with the NZ Police should the 
matter be considered illegal or criminal. Their website is:   
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/ 

It only takes 5 - 10 minutes to fill out an incident report and the staff at 
NetSafe are reasonably proactive at resolving these issues and maintaining 
contact during the process. Make sure if you do receive such images or  
messages that you keep them until you have reported it to NetSafe and sent 
them the material. Once this has been completed it may be a good idea then 
to block the person sending the messages or images. 

Cyber bullying and Objectionable Images 

Several members of the Whanganui 

community have contacted the  

College to comment on the Waka 

Ama team who held a Car Wash in 

town to raise funds for their up and 

coming trip on Saturday 16th March.  

“It was an absolute pleasure attending 
the event which is for a well hard earned 
cause. Everyone there was exceptionally 
joyful, friendly and committed. Thank you 
again and may the young sportswomen 
and sportsmen reap the highest reward 
possible for all their dedication.” 

WELL DONE TEAM! 

https://mentormecollective.weebly.com/
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/


Dear Parents/Caregivers 

 

On Thursday 4th April we will be holding Parent Teacher Interviews for all year levels from 3.30pm to 7.00pm. 

Each interview is five minutes with your child’s subject teachers.  The school has activated a web site that will enable you to choose appointment times on this 

day.   

We would encourage parents to use this process.  In the website you will be making appointments with all of your child’s subject teachers. (This will be done by 

selecting each subject that your child is taking and then choosing the teacher who takes this subject).  After you have chosen all subjects, you will then have the 

opportunity to book a time for each selection. If you do not have access to a computer please contact the school office and we will allocate appointment times for 

you. Time slots will be limited.   

Please be aware these interviews are just an opportunity to meet the teachers.  Please consult your child’s timetable when booking subjects or refer to the Parent 

Portal to see your child’s timetable.  More in-depth interviews will be occurring on Family Days in Term 2. The website will CLOSE for these appointments on  

Thursday 4th April at 2pm. 

This is a normal school day for staff and students and as such students are expected to be at school. The bus will run at the usual time. 

Web Address: http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 

Password/Code: ej3vt 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

On Wednesday 6th of March 
our International Students 
joined with the international 
students from other  
Wanganui secondary schools  
at the Memorial Hall where 
they were officially welcomed 
by our Mayor, Hamish 
McDouall. Our students took 
part in some activities and 
had photos taken with the 
Mayor. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS WELCOMED 

As I write, our country has been forever changed. Here at Cullinane our chapel was open on Monday for classes to visit throughout the day. Fifty 

candles burned on the altar to acknowledge the lives lost in Christchuch. At 1:40pm we also held a full school liturgy to remember those who lost their 

lives. On Friday we will hold a Colour Day to raise funds for Christchurch. We must continue to respond with acts of kindness and love. 

On Tuesday we commemorated St Joseph’s Day. This was the day that the Sisters of St Joseph began in 1866. Our focus this year was on refugees 

because the Holy Family were also refugees for a time in Egypt. We also prayed for Tracy O’Brien, our first Principal after hearing the news of his 

passing. 

Last Thursday three Year 13 students attended a Pastoral Day with Mr Harper and myself. People from all over the diocese were there. Our discussion 

focused on engaging young people in our Church. Our students certainly did us proud. Five Year 10 students also attended to help with hospitality 

throughout the day. We have had wonderful feedback about how delightful they were. 

Two year 12 students, Caleb Fleming and Zakisha Kemp are currently in Ruatahuna with students from other Marist Colleges on the Young Neighbours 

programme.  

Senior students are busy working on their assessments. These should be completed before the end of the term. Please duscuss with your daughter or 

son how they are going with these. 

God Bless, Helen Dougherty (DRS) 

GREETINGS FROM THE DRS 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


Congratulations to Old Boy Justice Robertson-Hiri who has 

been selected to play in the Las Vegas Tour 2019 NZ  

Basketball team. He will be competing against America’s 

best teams in AAU and NCAA Tournaments. We wish him 

the very best in this sporting endeavor. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

SPORTING NEWS 

Congratulations to the students who represented the College at the  

Whanganui Secondary Schools Athletic Champs on Friday 15th March. Here 

are some awesome results from the day.  Unfortunately, our results came in 

just under the qualifying standards for North Island Secondary Schools  

Athletics. But let’s make that our goal for 2020! - Mrs Prince. 

Whanganui Secondary School Athletics Year 13 Sport Studies went to Makahika OPC 

in Levin from the 11th-12th March as part of 

their Achievement Standard work.  

The purpose behind this trip is to identify risks 

with certain activities, come up with  

strategies to minimize those risks, and come 

up with emergency procedures.  

Once they have completed their  

experience, the students then design a  

report write up about the event.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed their  

experience where they participated in the 

High Ropes course, zip line and bush craft 

activities. 

YEAR 13 SPORT SCIENCE 

TRIP 

From March 11th—15th Lyzz Barry took part in the 

Horse of the Year event. She competed against 

100 other riders for each of her riding rounds and 

came home with the following results: 

Lyzz was selected in the top 10 for both her ponies 

in her equitation round, she also received a 3rd, 

4th and a 5th place in her rounds.  She has done 

exceptionally well to have been placed with so 

many riders from all over NZ. The College is very 

proud of Lyzz’s achievements and eagerly watch 

her progress in the equestrian field.  

EQUESTRIAN ACHIEVEMENTS 


