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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose of this Guideline 

The purpose of this document is to outline expectations and procedures regarding school 

trips for international students enrolled at Cullinane College. These cultural experiences are 

an essential component of our international programme and are designed to enhance 

language learning through real-world, immersive opportunities. 

• Learn about New Zealand’s history, geography, culture, and communities 

• Build memories and connections with peers 

• Reflect on their experiences through ESOL writing tasks and presentations 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Overnight Trip 

The International ESOL Students Programme includes two overnight trips per year, Terms 

1–2 and Terms 3–4. 

Trips are usually within the North Island (e.g., Rotorua). 

Destinations, details, and costs are subject to change each year depending on availability, 

student interest, and other circumstances. 

If the school cancels a trip due to weather, staffing, or unforeseen circumstances, all trip 

payments will be fully reimbursed. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Participation Requirements 

Rationale: Homestay families vary in the experiences they provide. Some students are 

fortunate to travel with their families, while others are not. Making these trips compulsory 

ensures all students have equal access to significant cultural and travel opportunities in 

New Zealand. 

• Full-year students (4 terms): must participate in two trips 

• Students enrolled for two terms or more: must participate in at least one trip. 

Participation is compulsory, unless the school grants written approval for non-attendance. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



4. Fees and Communication 

Trip costs are included in the programme fee structure to ensure affordability. 

Detailed descriptions of our most common annual trips can be found on the school website. 

While trip destinations and details are subject to change, participation remains mandatory, 

based on each student’s term of enrolment and length of study. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Non-Participation and Cost 

We understand that some students may not be able to participate fully in the attractions or 

activities due to safety or personal concerns. In such cases, the following applies: 

• The student is still expected to attend the trip to experience the destination and support 

their learning, but may opt out of certain physical or adventure-based activities. 

• Parents or agents who do not want a student to participate must notify the school in 

writing before the student’s arrival in New Zealand. 

• If a student or family chooses not to attend the trip at all, the trip cost still applies and is 

non-refundable, as bookings are made in advance and depend on group pricing. 

• Fewer students attending increases the overall cost per student. To keep trips affordable 

and sustainable, group bookings are essential to secure discounted rates on transport, 

accommodation, and entry fees. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Estimated Budget for a Trip (Per Student) 

Example: 

Trip Name: Rotorua 

Destination: North Island 

Duration: 1 night 

Cost (NZD, Approx): $650-720 

Note: Fees are bundled into the international programme invoice and are reviewed yearly 

based on availability and booking conditions. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Educational Purpose 

These trips are not recreational only; they form an integral part of the ESOL programme 

linked directly to ESOL class writing and presentation projects and are part of the English 

for Academic Purposes curriculum. Upon return, students will complete tasks such as: 

• Travel journals or blogs 

• Personal recounts and reflections 

• Visual presentations for the school community 

• Cultural comparison essays or discussions 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



8. Local Trips 

The ESOL programme, in collaboration with the International Team, will offer local trips 

and outdoor activities during the year. In some cases, students may be required to 

contribute towards the cost of these trips. 

For this reason, it is important that students bring their weekly allowance, along with a 

contingency fund, to allow for participation in small excursions in the surrounding area. 

Examples include: Whanganui Riverboat, Virginia Lake / Kowhai Park, Durie Hill Elevator & 

Tower, Sarjeant Gallery, Whanganui Regional Museum, John Coull Track / Bushy Park, Local 

Mini Adventures (hikes, picnics), Farmers’ Markets / Cultural Events. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Final Notes 

All international students and families must acknowledge and agree to this policy as part of 

the enrolment process. 

The policy may be reviewed in exceptional circumstances, at the discretion of the Director 

of International Education. 


